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ruption with corruption, white army witn red army, or to
befog everyone with a cloud of formulas, as if the only hope
lay in confusion. In point of material and military strength
we must be superior to the fascists, since that is the ground
on which they are trying to force a decision. But unless
some great moral force emerges to prevent war altogether,
or if it comes, to keep its aims clearly defined, some force
that endures unchanged through all events, however frightful
or overwhelming, victory cannot be won, or, if won,
signifies nothing. Such a force is only to be found in the
popular masses, the common people, the workers. Theirs
are the fundamental feelings : love of peace, desire for social
justice, respect for humanity, the sense of brotherhood which
are the mainsprings of humanity. Naturally these feelings
do not predominate all the time ; they have often to be
unearthed, and they can be suppressed or deflected. But
not a single man of the people in any country really believes
that war is c the hygiene of the world ', or joins in the jeers
of the fascist leaders at the massacres of Addis Ababa or the
martyrdom of the children of Madrid. He has to be educated
up to this stage, trained to forget his genuine impulses.
But once the fever has worn off, or he is brought hard up
against problems from which his attention has been dis-
tracted, his strong instinct to regard war as a curse reasserts
itself. This is the focus of resistance to fascism.
It is not the side with the last cartridge or the last ton of
steel that is going to win the next war. The most indispensable
raw material will be human energy, inspired and sustained
by lofty hopes and aims. Technical efficiency alone cannot
win, especially if the war becomes, as it is bound to, one of
slow attrition. It will be more than ever a war of the masses,
an infantryman's war. And still more certainly than in the
Great War it will be the last comers and the non-combatants
who will tip the scales. Public opinion will play a decisive part
and its judgments will be worth armies.1 la a war lasting
a few mouths the fascist formula, automatism plus fanaticism,
may show to advantage, but in a prolonged struggle moral
1 The fascists are well aware of this : for though they affect to despise the
£ foolish weathercock of so-called public opinion \ no regime has spent and
plotted so much to corrupt and influence it.

